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history & types of ambigrams,
shape matching
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ARE THERE OTHERS?

S you will notice, the slang word ‘‘chump,” if
A written in the manner here shown, reads the
same even when held upside down. I think it is the
only word in the English language which has this
peculiarity, and therefore hope you will consider it
worthy of insertion in your *‘ Curiosities” column, —
Mr. Mitchell T. Lavin, 931, West Ninth Street,
Cincinnati, Ohio, U.S. A.

ANOTHER "“REVERSIBLE™ WORD.

AST month you gave an example of a word so
_ written that it read the same when turned

(hnoy)

upside down.  Such words are very few and far
hetween, but T have suceeeded in discovering another,
for which I hope you will be able to find a corner.—
Mr. V. K. Allison, Lawrenceville School, Lawrence-

ville, New Jersey, U.S.A.L

The Strand Magazine, 1908



CURIOSITIES.

MORE REVERSIBLE WORDS. .
EFING lhe reversible word
““chump” among your *‘Curi- g .
osities,” I am sending you a name,
*“W. H. Hill,” which, when written
in the style shown, reads the same
when reversed. Surely this is the
only name possessing so convenient a
peculiarity.—Mr. B. R. Bligh, 2, Por-
chester Mews, Bays-

water, W, )

In writing the
word ‘‘ Bet” so that W 471/0/10 ‘P‘Ofd M AA/P
it reads the same

when upside down,

I have simply written the letter B twice—once with
the paper inverted. Three letters and one word are
thus twice repeated. Possibly B is the only letter of
the alphabet that will produce such an interesting
anomaly. I also send you five more examples of
reversible words. — Mr, Clarence Williams, 216,
Bright Street, Carbrook, Shefheld.

The Strand Magazine, 1908
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google searches for “ambigram”

Interest over time © 22 my guess is
Worldwide - 2004 - present WWMM’s YT
channel
100 ~ Google Trends

Angels & Demons
(movie) (2009)
Angels & Demons
(book) (2006)
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latin calligraphy & typography,
downstroke matching

ambigrams, week 2
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Like Copperplate and Spencerian,
the letters are built using
basic strokes:

J

The contrast is
acheived with a
broad-edge pen

abcdetghijk

Imnopqrst
UVWEY; &

Tamer CGhoneim,
Huyhoang Dao
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choosing letterforms
for downstroke matching

ambigrams, week 3
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hssp 2026



Stthenac

sovannjet lim






one of you!



one of you!



one of you!



one of you!
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swoopies/flourishes

ambigrams, week 4
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one of you!



some of you!
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EXERCISES: choose your own words to try! you have a pretty versatile toolbox at this point
(week 5 is about more “exotic”, and non-rotational, techniques, and week 6 is just free play),

including:
® shape matching (week 1)
o balance & compromise
o choosing letterforms to get matchable shapes

o choosing lettering style (e.g. brush vs. blackletter vs. italic calligraphy)

e downstroke matching (week 2)
o balance & compromise
o choosing letterforms to get matchable numbers of downstrokes (week 3)
o choosing lettering style (e.g. brush vs. blackletter vs. italic calligraphy)

e swoopies/flourishes (week 4)
o decoration

o leaving bottoms open
o hiding extra strokes/downstrokes/letters

italicized = variables along which there can be multiple solutions!
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more exotic techniques

+ non-rotational
+ non-latin

ambigrams, week 5
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some of you!
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(just playing around in real time)
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